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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE – Week 7, Term 4 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Planning for 2018 - It is that time of the year when 
we are starting to plan for next year. Thank you for 
returning your school surveys. We value your 
feedback.  Teachers have been busy developing 
our new strategic directions and working on our 
school plan for 2018-2020.  The school will be 
forming 6 classes for 2018 with some composite 
and some grade classes. Please trust our 
educational judgement in the class placement of 
your child. Teachers will meet to work out classes 
towards the end of the year.  Rest assured that 
your child’s educational needs will be met.  
Teachers have also been very busy writing 
Semester 2 reports. If you are at all concerned 
about your child’s learning, please do not hesitate 
to make an appointment to see your child’s 
teacher.   
 
Presentation Awards Winners - Congratulations to 
all our special award winners at yesterday’s  
Presentation Assembly.  We are very proud of you 
all.  Well done! 
 
Teachers are Learning Too! - Over the course of 
this year Mrs Burden, Miss Stewart and Mrs Erwin 
have been attending regular training in L3.  They 
receive feedback on the delivery of their Literacy 
lessons from the trainers. I would like to 
congratulate these teachers for their successful 
completion of this training. Mrs Cliff, our 
Instructional Leader also works closely with our 
Kindergarten to Year 2 classes modelling and 
supporting best practice and high quality teaching 
strategies. Our student learning outcomes are 
improving greatly because of this high quality 
teaching. 
 

Last week Mrs Thompson and myself attended a 
strategic financial management course.  We are 
learning about the new financial systems that are 
being implemented in schools. Our school 
technology systems have been upgraded as we 
work towards improving access to the Internet. 
Miss Stewart is our Technology co-ordinator and 
she has been very busy organising new laptops for 
our school.  We are very lucky to have recently 
received a generous donation from the P&C to 
support further upgrades and new laptops. Our 
students will be well supported in accessing 21st 
Century Learning at Primbee. 
 
Keeping Our Students Safe - I would 
like to remind parents about the 
importance of adhering to the RTA 
street signs when dropping off and 
picking students up.  Please be mindful of the 
speed you are driving and that you do not block 
our neighbouring driveways. Also, be mindful of 
the many students who walk home, as views of 
them crossing the road may be blocked from 
where you park your car. It can be very congested 
at times and small children are at risk of not being 
seen by drivers.  Please take care when driving and 
parking your car around our school grounds.  Thank 
you. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

Lucia Gargaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT’S ON……………WHEN? 

Term 4 – Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 27 November  Swim School (week 1) 
              –  Friday 1 Dec 
Tuesday 28 November Year 6 Information Evening 

Lake Illawarra High 
Thursday 30 November Christmas Scripture Service 
 
Monday 4 December Swim School (week 2) 
         - Friday 8 December 
Tuesday 5 December Year 7-2018 Orientation Day 
 
Thursday 7 December Presentation Day – Five 

Islands Secondary College 
Friday 15 December END TERM 4 – 2017 
 
Term  – 2018 
Monday 29 January Staff return 
Tuesday 30 January Year 1-6 return 
Wednesday 31 January Kindergarten Best Start 
 
Thursday 1 February Kindergarten Best Start 
Friday 2 February Kindergarten Best Start 
Monday 5 February Kindergarten commence. 
Thursday 14 March Selective High School 

Placement Test (Smith’s Hill) 

SWIM SCHOOL UPDATE 
For those students attending the Swim Scheme, 
please remember to pack your swimming 
costumes, rash-shirt, towel, school hat, sun-screen 
and jumper/zip jacket for cooler weather. A plastic 
bag to put wet items in would be a good idea. 
 
Confirmation notes will be coming home today for 
students who are attending Swim School.  There 
was a lot of interest in the course, however, due to 
the limited availability of seats, only 4 additional 
students were selected to attend.  The Program 
will continue daily for two weeks from 27 
November  to  8 December.  There will be no 
lessons on the 7th of Dec in order for students to  
attend the End Of Year Presentation.  For students 
who were on the stand by list that paid but were 
not selected, please collect you payment from the 
office.  Thank you.  

CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE SERVICE 
Next Thursday 30th November we will be having 
our combined scripture Christmas service. This is 
our last scripture event for 2017. All parents and 
carers are welcome to attend. It will be held in the 
Stage 3 classroom from 12.15pm until 1.00pm 
 
 

P & C NEWS 
The P and C would like to 
thank the volunteers and 
helpers for all their 
assistance over the 2017 
year.  We look forward to 
working with you again in 
2018. 
 
There will be a ‘Red food 

day’ on Thursday 14 December.  You can order 2 
pieces of Pizza and a Slushy meal deal for $4. 
 
Below we have included a list of proposed dates for 
possible 2018 events. Please note them on your 
calendar and keep in mind we always need extra 
volunteers: 
  
• Working bee – BBQ kindy parents invited for meet                     

and greet 10th Feb 
• Movies under the stars – 16th Feb 
• Colour run – 13th April 2pm start 
• Mini bingo in school event for kids in July. Date to 

be set in the new year. 
• Bingo 10th August (2nd choice 3rd August) 
• Fete – 16th Nov 4-8pm (2nd choice 2nd Nov) 
• Trivia – will be discussed as an option in the new 

year. 
• Bunnings BBQ’s throughout the year on date to be 

provided by Bunnings each term. 
 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN’S  
Students wishing to be considered for leadership 
roles in 2018 have put their names forward and will 
present their speeches to the school on Thursday 
30th November at 9.15am.  We wish all students 
the best as they prepare and present their 
speeches. 
  



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY AWARDS 
 
KB David, Zali, Chelsea, Makini, Annaleah, 

Grace 
S1 Alexis, Mariam, Jude, Coen 
2/3E Emily, Tahleisha, Max, Anzac, Allyssa 
3/4S Elijah, Brooke, Kaigan 
5/6C Joel, Jared, Charlize, Cody 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



PRESENTATION DAY 
Presentation Day is fast approaching and 
preparations are well under way. All parents, 
grandparents, family and friends are very welcome 
to attend. 
 
It is help at The Five Islands Secondary College in 
Port Kembla, and commences at 9.30am. The first 
session is all the class awards, followed by a short 
break for recess. After recess,  the remaining 
awards are presented.  
 
Vicki will be operating our canteen from over 
there. More details about that to follow. 
 
After lunch, all classes will be involved in 
presenting our annual Christmas Concert. 
Further details about the day will be available 
soon. 
 
Letters will be sent out early next week to parents 
of students who will be receiving awards. 
 

 
The Super Nova 

(Science in ACTION!) 
 
This week we’re making preparations for our 
Summer garden, kinder perform Christmas Candy-
Cane science and year one make some vibrating 
revelations!  
 
As we approach the start of December, we are 
heading into the Summer months. The sun is 
higher in the sky and becoming more intense. 
Students learned that while veggies love direct 
sunlight, not all veggies like hot sun on them all 
day. Wyatt asked, “Do you think we could grow 
corn?” We pondered as to whether this juicy 
veggie (which has a 7000 year history which began 
in Mexico), could help solve a problem. The 
students considered the position of the sun at 
different parts of the day and noted that morning 
sun is best. They decided that half a bed of corn 
planted west of the capsicums (which need a break 
from the sun in the afternoon) would be ideal to 
keep them wilt-free during really hot days during 
summer. Nice planning guys!  

  
 
The garden club chow down on fresh, raw white 
and Lebanese cucumbers. Oh, the life! 
 

 
 
Sometimes our predictions are just WAY OFF! The 
Candy-Canes disappeared! 
 
Seeing as though we’re approaching the festive 
season, I decided it was time for Kinder to 
experience some “candy-cane” (c-c) science. 
 Each group made predictions about what would 
happen to c-c’s if we placed them in either cold 
water, warm water or vinegar. Students predicted 
that the candy would melt, disappear or just turn 
white. The results astounded us all. Not only did all 
the c-c’s disappear after we left them during the 
lunch break, the c-c’s in water turned the water 



magenta, while the c-c in vinegar (a weak acid) turn 
the water orange. What was even more exciting 
was that when we poured a little of the vinegar 
into the magenta sugar water, they turned orange! 
A complete colour transformation! 
 
Year 1 continued investigating sound and 
vibrations and learned that sound travels through 
bone, air and even along string. Try making paper 
cup phone at home! 
 
Lastly, “space cadets” – keep an eye on the next 
SpaceX launch on 5.53am Tuesday 5th December! 
(Go to www.spacex.com to watch) 
 

WHITE RIBBON DAY 
Mr Spicknall, Mr Monk and Mr Dekker were very 
busy this morning practising their ‘high heel walk’ 
in preparation for their big walk this afternoon. As 
much as we will all be having a little giggle as they 
stumble around the oval, we are all very proud that 
they are will to stand up, speak out and act to 
prevent men’s violence against women. 
We are White Ribbon school and we are involved 
in the “Breaking the Silence in Schools” program. 
We all know that violence against women is not 
the only kind of violence. White Ribbon Day 
focuses on violence against women because of the 
fact that the statistics are so alarming.  
Did you know……. 

• 71 women were killed in 2016 in Australia 
at the hands or their current or former 
partner? 

• In Australia, one in four children are 
exposed to domestic violence? 

• Indigenous women and girls are 35 times 
more likely than the wider female 
population to be hospitalised due to 
domestic violence? 

https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-
domestic-violence/facts-violence-
women/factsheets/ 

 
 
 
 
STATISTICS 
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